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What happens to these young victims? 
A homeless or runaway juvenile is befriended by someone, then plied with 
drugs and/or alcohol.  This is where the trafficker begins to exert control over 
the victim. The victims are given food and shelter.  Sex is expected in return.  
At this point the trafficker has established trust with the victim, misguided as it 
may be.  Then, Stockholm syndrome begins to set in.  This is where victims 
protect the trafficker for fear of losing access to drugs, food, shelter or money.  
The victims also comply with their captors out of a sense of loyalty toward 
them. This also explains why DMST victims will not self-identify and are 
unlikely to identify their trafficker.   
The juvenile is then coerced into engaging in prostitution, either with threat 
of force, actual force, or a threat of food, shelter and drugs being withheld.  
Once indoctrinated into prostitution, all or most of money earned goes to the 
caretaker/trafficker (Spriggs, 2011).
Decision-Making Points and Criteria
Identification of the Juvenile
If a child encounters police and is suspected of being involved in 
prostitution, the police must determine if child is listed as a missing or runaway 
child.  Identifying a child that is a runaway is not an easy task if the child is a 
runaway or engaged in illegal activities.  If the age of the child is not known, it 
is likely that the juvenile may be held in an adult jail until he or she can be 
properly identified.  Whether the child is in fact a victim of sex trafficking needs 
to be determined.  Most first responders are not trained in how to relate to 
these kids to get answers about their identity, or their home status.  There are 
signs to look for, but not all police can pick up on this because of lack of 
training in this area.  
Decision to File Charges and Subsequent Consequences
If an officer determines a juvenile is, in fact involved in prostitution and 
decides to bring charges against them, the juvenile then moves to the court 
phase of the justice system.  The courts are where the fate of these juveniles 
is decided.  Usually on a first offense, a child will be seen by a diversion 
counselor and given certain conditions he or she must follow for a specified 
period of time.  If the child does not follow the conditions, or if the diversion 
counselor feels the child is not benefitting from the sanction(s) imposed, the 
case can be turned over to a judge.  
The judge then decides what action would be in the best interest of the 
child.  Choices available to judges include; being returned home, electronic 
monitoring, probation, mandatory residential drug and/or psychological review, 
to follow up on progress made (Champion, 2010). counseling, and 
incarceration in juvenile detention (Peak, 2010).  The child is seen by the 
judge again, after a pre-determined period of time, for a post adjudication 
review, to follow up on progress made (Champion, 2010).
The Juvenile Justice System, Corrections and Human Trafficking
Maureen Elizabeth McGill
Franklin University - Columbus, Ohio
Conclusion
Employment of the above legislative measures, combined with a 
CATCH court for juvenile offenders will result in:
 Traffickers and solicitors being deterred.  
 Traffickers being stopped from ‘relocating operations’ to avoid local 
laws
 Those that continue to engage in illegal trafficking of and sex with 
minors suffering harsher consequences for their actions
 Rehabilitated juveniles who are less likely to re-offend as adults
These measures support the notion of solving the problem and not 
simply treating the symptoms
The Juvenile Justice system
Legislation and Options to Deter Traffickers and Solicitors
Several states have enacted legislation that provides ‘safe harbor’ 
laws for exploited children.  These laws upgrade the crime of soliciting 
and give law enforcement authority to impound vehicles and other 
property from solicitors.  Fines can be used as restitution for the victims 
of DMST.  Courts can also revoke driver’s licenses and require that 
solicitors and traffickers register as sex offenders.  These are excellent 
methods to deter people from engaging in human trafficking in the first 
place (Smith & Vardaman, 2010-2011).  
Some of the states that have such laws include; New York, Illinois, 
Washington, Connecticut and Texas (Smith & Vardaman, 2010-2011).  
Texas also removed a ‘defense of age’ loophole that was allowing 
solicitors to have less serious consequences by saying they did not have 
knowledge the child was underage (Spriggs, 2011).  Arizona introduced 
HB2454 which, similar to Texas’ law, broadens the language of who 
solicits to include those who ‘should have known’ the prostitute was a 
minor.  In Arizona, a solicitor can also be charged with organized crime 
under HB2454 (Center for Arizona Policy, 2014). 
In June, 2014 Ohio joined 29 other states with tougher laws 
against sex trafficking of minors and individuals with development 
disabilities.  Governor, John Kasich signed the End Demand Act into 
Law, also known as HB130.
Ohio House Bill 130 does the following:
 Upgrades the act of soliciting from a misdemeanor to a felony
 Requires registration as a sex offender if of a child 15 years and 
under or an individual with developmental disabilities is solicited
 Broadens Ohio’s definition of trafficking to include:
 Prohibition of advertisement of sexual activity for hire if the 
materials depict a minor
 Termination of parental rights for those found trafficking their 
children or other minors
 Restrictions on the use of “massage” and related terms in 
advertising with the suggestion or promise of sexual activity 
(Blog, 2014).
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